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Dear Parents, 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Class 1. My aim is to make the transition from 

Reception to Year 1 a smooth one and I must say the children have settled in well and are working hard.  

 

During this term our topic will be “Dinosaurs”. We will be using this topic to develop our History, R.E, Geography, 

ICT and Art & Craft skills and if the children have any books or artefacts that they would like to share with the class 

relating to the topic, I am very happy for them to bring them into school.  

 

In our English we will also be studying a range of writing genre and developing English skills in grammar, 

handwriting and punctuation.  Phonics will be taught daily focusing on a different sound each day. We will link as 

much of our English work to our topic as we can. 

 

The children will be reading a variety of books in class. There will be opportunities for silent reading times and they 

will read to me, as part of a reading group, once a week. I will assess the children based on the book they read to me in 

class. All children will be bringing books home every night; these are school library books of their choice. Your child 

may change these books as often as they like. It is very important that the children do read a little every night as part of 

their weekly homework. Your child may wish to choose a book from home. Please feel free to comment on your 

child’s reading in our new Home/School diaries. 

 

In Numeracy we will be covering a variety of skills including number recognition and formation, addition, 

subtraction, both mental and written, measuring and shape.  
 

Mr Sanders and Mr Blackburn will be teaching the class on Monday afternoons. They will be teaching I.C.T and P.E.  

Our P.E. days will be Mondays and Wednesdays. Please make sure that your child brings in their P.E. kit every 

Monday for the week and that all of their clothes are labelled with their name. Please also note that no earrings should 

be worn on P.E. days. We are not allowed to take earrings out for the children or put tape on their ears. 
 

I will be setting homework on a Thursday. The homework will include reading, spelling and mental arithmetic. There 

will be a follow up test on mental arithmetic and their spellings every Thursday. Each child will have a homework 

folder, this will come home every Thursday evening with their new homework to learn for the week. Inside the folder 

you will see a mental maths test sheet with a separate sheet of the questions, this enables the children to practice for 

the test a week later. There will also be a sheet of spellings with space for them to practice their spellings, I expect to 

see all columns filled in to show they have practiced their homework. If, however, you feel there is a problem, please 

do not hesitate to comment in your child’s homework diary.  

 

“Talk Homework” will also be a part of the weekly homework, this will be set on a Thursday and needs to be 

completed by the following Monday. On a Monday we will work as a class to produce a piece of modelled writing for 

the children to copy. After October half term the children will be expected to complete Big Writing individually. I 

would encourage you to please find some time to spend with your child discussing their “Talk Homework”, it will give 

the children ideas that they can contribute. Can you please make sure that you sign the diary every week to show that 

you have checked that the homework is complete?  
 

If you have any problems with the homework or any other classroom issues I am always available to talk briefly in the 

mornings and am happy to make an appointment with you for a longer conversation. Please do use the homework 

diaries to communicate any messages or concerns if you are unable to come in and see me. The diaries are checked 

every day. New dinner menus are handed out every Thursday, please try and return them the following day as this 

helps June to calculate numbers for meals.  

 

 
 

R. Coleman 


