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Dear Parents, 
 
A warm welcome back to the new term. Although the summer holiday already seems like a distant 

memory, it has been really lovely to see the keen enthusiasm of the children returning to school in 

their new classroom. It is a joy to see such positive attitudes towards learning! 
 
This term the children in Class 4 are going to be learning about the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings 
as their topic. Already I have heard and read comments from parents to say how excited the children 
are about this topic. The children will be learning about how the Saxons and the Vikings travelled to 
Britain to settle, and this might be a good opportunity to discuss with the children the recent events 
in the news as people travel to Europe in search of a better life. The children will be learning about 

the chronology of key events in the time of the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings, and finding out about 
what life was like for people living at that time: their homes and villages, clothes, food, jobs and so 
on. The children will learn about some important figures of the time as well as the introduction of 
Christianity to Britain and the raids by the Vikings. They will learn about the importance of East 
Anglia in this period of time and about Sutton Hoo in Suffolk. I am planning for the children to read 
and re-tell stories and poems from this time as well as creating some new ones of their own, and 

they will be looking at the surprisingly sophisticated craftwork in objects made by the people who 

lived then. 
 
The children will be learning about the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings during their English lessons 
as well, especially during reading comprehension. In Big Writing, the children will be writing in a 
wide range of genres, usually relating to the topic. There will be a weekly spelling lesson on a 
Thursday where the children will prepare for the next week’s spelling test, and Mrs Jarman will be 
teaching the children during the weekly grammar lessons (know as ‘SPAG’), and will be teaching the 

children about nouns, adjectives and verbs, clauses and sub-clauses, pronouns and prepositions as 
well as revising important basic sentence writing skills. There will also be a weekly, dedicated 
handwriting lesson. The children will read in a weekly group reading session with either Mrs Jarman 
or me, where we will select a reading book that they read in their group. We will be asking the 
children to read some of their group reading book in between sessions this year, and so they are 
likely to bring this book home with them at some point. Please help them to return their book in 

time for their next group reading session each week.The children may still select their own reading 

books from the library as before. 
 
In Maths some of the skills the children will be working on will be: ordering and comparing numbers 
beyond 1000, counting in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000, counting backwards through zero to 
include negative numbers, reading Roman numerals to 100 (I to C), adding and subtracting numbers 
with up to 4 digits using the formal written methods of columnar addition and subtraction, estimating 
and using inverse operations to check answers to a calculation, recall multiplication and division 
facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12, use place value, known and derived facts to multiply 

and divide mentally, comparing and classifying geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes, identifying acute and obtuse angles, comparing and 
ordering angles up to two right angles by size, identifying lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented 
in different orientations and solving comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. Mrs Jarman will be teaching the weekly 

mental maths lesson, which includes the mental maths test each Wednesday. 
 

Computing will include learning how to use algorithms to build a working game. 
 



R.E. lessons will be taught by Mrs Jarman this term, as well Science.  P.E. this term will be on 
Tuesdays with Mr Blackburn and Wednesday with Mr Sanders. 
 
We are also very fortunate this year that the children in Class 4 are to have the opportunity to learn 
to play the guitar with James Ready each Tuesday. The children have been given a guitar to take 

home to practise and a folder to keep their lesson handouts and practise notes tidily in. Please help 
your child to have these in with them every Tuesday for their lesson. Daily practise is absolutely 
vital! The children need to practise every day, even if it’s only 5 minutes.  
 
For the time being, I will continue to give out homework on Fridays, so please remind your child 
that they need to have their homework folder in school every Friday. We will test the spellings on 
Thursday and mental maths on Wednesday. I will normally give out talk homework on 
Mondays so that the children have a week to prepare for Big Writing on Monday morning. Please 

remind your child to make sure they hand in their diary to the blue basket every morning. Thank 

you. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please come and see me, or write me a message in your 
child’s diary. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 

A Sanders 
 


