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Dear Parents, 
 

Happy New Year! Welcome back - I hope you all had a great Christmas. It’s 
always over so quickly, isn’t it? 
 

We have an exciting new term planned for the children in Year 4 again this term. 

The class topic for the term is called New Worlds: discovering real and 
imagined landscapes and is a topic where the children will have opportunities 

to learn about real-life explorers and the places that they have been to as well 
fictional places. We will learn about famous adventurers like Christopher 
Columbus, Marco Polo, James Cook, Neil Armstrong, Sir Edmund Hillary and what 

exactly they did to become so famous. We will look at places that have been the 
subject of exploration, not just here on Earth, but in space too, including learning 

about the recent astonishing images that have been received from the New 
Horizons spacecraft of the surface Pluto, other space missions, and the continuing 

deep space journey of the Voyager craft. What might they find in interstellar 
space? We will be really stretching our imaginations this term by reading and 
writing poems, stories, descriptions and more about fantasy landscapes and 

made-up places. We will use artwork to create our own imagined worlds, and look 
at the way artists like Henri Rousseau and Salvador Dali used their imagination to 

create art. We will particularly look at the way we can use language to depict 
imaginary worlds, continuing the learning on extending our sentences in creative 
ways. We will listen and respond to composers like Beethoven, Messiaen and 

Charles Ives who have created landscapes in their music. 
 

During their English lessons the children will have reading comprehensions based 

around the topic, as will much of their writing. In Big Writing, the children will be 
writing poetry, descriptions, science fiction and information texts, often relating 
to the topic. There will be a weekly spelling lesson on a Thursday where the 

children will prepare for the next week’s spelling test, and Mrs Jarman will be 
teaching the children during the weekly grammar lessons (know as ‘SPAG’), when 

she will be teaching the children about apostrophes, articles and determiners, 
clauses, nouns and pronouns, prepositions and verb agreement. There will also be 
a weekly, dedicated handwriting lesson. The children will read in a weekly group 

reading session with or me, where I will select a reading book that they read in 
their group. The children will be bringing their group reading books home as before 

to do more reading at home, and they can still choose their own reading books 
from the library. 
 

In Maths some of the skills the children will be working on will be: counting 

backwards through zero to include negative numbers; ordering and comparing 
numbers beyond 1000; rounding any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000; 

adding and subtracting numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written 



methods; using inverse operations to check answers to a calculation; using facts 
to multiply and divide mentally; recognising and using factor pairs; counting in 

and finding hundredths; recognising and showing families of common equivalent 
fractions; adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator; 

recognising and writing decimal equivalents, rounding decimals with one decimal 
place to the nearest whole number, describing positions on a 2-D grid as 
coordinates in the first quadrant; plotting specified points and drawing sides to 

complete a given polygon; solving problems involving time; solving comparison, 
sum and difference problems using information presented in bar charts, 

pictograms, tables and other graphs. Mrs Jarman will be teaching the weekly 
mental maths lesson, which includes the mental maths test each Wednesday and 
we will have times tables practise every Friday. 
 

Computing will include designing a simulation of an interactive toy, producing 
digital music and also creating digital landscapes. 
 

R.E. lessons will be taught by Mrs Jarman this term, as will Science, during which 
the children will learn about sound and then electricity and circuits.   
 

Please note that the children will be swimming this term. Swimming will 

be on a Monday. The other P.E. lesson will be on a Tuesday will Mr Blackburn. 
There will not normally be a P.E. lesson on a Wednesday this term. 
 

James Ready is continuing his fantastic guitar lessons on Tuesdays, so the 
children will need their guitars and folders in on Tuesdays every week. Thank you 
for encouraging your child to practise, this is so important! I keep telling Class 4 

that it is better to do 2 minutes in a day than none at all, and we can see who has 
been putting in the hard work at home when they play in James’ lessons! This 

term, we are planning on splitting the children into two groups so that James can 
give each child more attention and more personal support and so make greater 

progress. 
 

I will continue to give out homework on Fridays, so please remind your child 
that they need to have their homework folder in school every Friday. We will test 

the spellings on Thursday and mental maths on Wednesday. I will normally 
give out talk homework on Mondays so that the children have a week to 

prepare for Big Writing on Monday morning. Please remind your child to make 
sure they hand in their diary to the blue basket every morning. Thank you. 
 

As always, if you have any questions, please come and see me, or write me a 

message in your child’s diary. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 

A Sanders 



 


