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Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back. I hope you all had a great Easter break.  
 

I know that many of the children will have already talked about our new topic for 
the Summer Term, which I am calling Wild Dickleburgh. This will be a topic all 

about the natural world at our fingertips, and the children will be learning about 
both plants and animals that we can find within our own school grounds as well 

as British wildlife (plants and animals) more generally. The children will have 
opportunities to investigate what we have living in the habitats around us and to 
then learn about ways in which we can do our bit to support the living organisms 

that we share our school with. We will learn about why we should care and the 
impacts on the wider world of our actions. The children will also use the living 

world on our doorstep as a starting point for more creative work: art, music, 
writing etc. We will use our design and maths skills to survey the school and the 

life around us, and when we are building homes and feeders for wild animals. 
 

During their English lessons the children will have reading comprehensions based 
around the topic, as will much of their writing. In Big Writing, the children will be 

writing poetry, persuasive and discursive texts, non-chronological reports, 
explanations, letters, often relating to the topic. We will be continuing with the 

weekly spelling lesson on a Thursday where the children will prepare for the next 
week’s spelling test, and Mrs Jarman will be teaching the children during the 
weekly grammar lessons (know as ‘SPAG’), when she will be teaching the children 

about exclamation marks,  comparatives,  verbs - regular past, present and 
future,  irregular verbs,  verb/noun agreement,  clauses and subordinate 

clauses,  compound and complex sentences, revising conjunctions, adverbs and 
adverbial phrases,  revising pronouns including possessive and revising work on 
determiners. The weekly, dedicated handwriting lesson will continue, and I have 

told the children that I may allow some people who consistently use excellent 
joined up handwriting in all their learning to begin to try using a school handwriting 

pen. The children will still read in a weekly group reading session with or me, 
where I will select a reading book that they read in their group. As before, the 
children will bring their group reading books home with a target page to reach 

before their reading session the following week. They can still choose their own 
reading books from the library. 
 

In Maths some of the skills the children will be working on will be: adding and 
subtracting numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written methods of 
columnar addition and 
subtraction; recalling multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up 
to 12 × 12; recognising and using factor pairs and commutativity in mental 

calculations; multiplying two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number 



using a formal written layout; recognising and showing, using diagrams, families 
of common equivalent fractions; adding and subtracting fractions with the same 

denominator; describing movements between positions as translations of a given 
unit to the left / right and up / down; completing a simple symmetric figure with 

respect to a specific line of symmetry; solving problems involving converting from 
hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months, weeks to  
days; measuring and calculating the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including 

squares) in centimetres and metres; interpreting and presenting discrete and 
continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, including bar charts and 

time graphs. Mrs Jarman will be teaching the weekly mental maths lesson, which 
includes the mental maths test each Wednesday and we will have times tables 
practise every Friday. 
 

 

 

Computing will include using technology to produce digital music; and creating 
and editing HTML.  
 

R.E. lessons will be taught by Mrs Jarman this term, as will Science, during which 
the children will be doing more learning linked to our topic. They will be finding 
out more about animals (including humans) living things and their habitats, food 

chains, grouping living things (including flowering and non-flowering plants), 
categorising animals and learning about the impact of humans on the 

environment. 
 

P.E. lessons this term will be on Tuesdays (with Mr Blackburn) and Wednesdays 
(with me).  
 

We are fortunate indeed that every child has the opportunity to learn to play a 
musical instrument. We know that the effects of learning a musical instrument are 

significantly beneficial to brain development in surprising ways, and we know that 
the effects are found to last a lifetime (even when a person stops learning the 
instrument, the changes to the brain remain!), and I am so pleased that so many 

of the children have eagerly grasped this golden opportunity.  James Ready is 
continuing guitar lessons on Tuesdays, and I will be doing rhythmical practise 

games to support the children’s learning  with this as well. It is so important that 
every child practises at home each day, even if it is only two minutes. “No day 

without a note!” 
 

I will continue to give out homework on Fridays, so please remind your child 
that they need to have their homework folder in school every Friday. We will test 

the spellings on Thursday and mental maths on Wednesday. I will normally 
give out talk homework on Mondays so that the children have a week to 

prepare for Big Writing on Monday morning. Please remind your child to make 
sure they hand in their diary to the blue basket every morning. Thank you. 
 

As always, if you have any questions, please come and see me, or write me a 

message in your child’s diary. 
 



Finally, please ensure that your child does have a water bottle in school with them 
each day, especially as the weather warms up. I do not routinely keep cups for 

drinking from in the classroom.  
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 

A Sanders 
 


