
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Friends 

We would like to say congratulations and thank you for your support for Mrs Lascelles and with the five 
marathons in five days.  We are all proud of our children’s efforts and your generosity. 

You will have all heard about the “crisis” in school funding which seems to be gaining a good deal of political 
air time at the moment. For us at Dickleburgh the budget is tight but manageable. Our finances have been 
boosted by the school’s growth in pupil numbers but the majority of this additional income has to be set 
aside for the necessary improvements to our building. The estimated final cost for this project will be around 
£200,000 which we have raised from savings since 2015, a commitment of £70,000 from this year’s budget, 
a contribution from the FODS for an air conditioning system and a very modest loan from the County 
Council. The good news is that we are able to safeguard our current staffing levels but, in an ideal world, we 
would have employed an additional teacher for next year to teach our seventh class. This will not be 
affordable until the academic year 2018/19 so for the next academic year the deployment of our teaching 
staff will be as follows: 
 

● Class R – Mrs Lascelles 
● Class 1 – Mrs Millard 
● Class 2 – Miss Boon 
● Class 3 – Miss Knight 
● Class 4 – Mr Sanders 
● Class 5 – Mrs Croskell 
● Class 6 – Mr Richards / Mrs Jarman 

 
Mrs Brydon will continue as school SENCO and classteacher until Mrs Delaine returns from maternity leave. 
Mr Blackburn will teach some (but not all) PE lessons across the school. 

We have an important day of training booked for Monday 19th June – we will be focussing on e and social 
media safety. My hope is that we can involve as many parents as possible in this activity. The trainers will 
spend the afternoon working on social media issues in an age appropriate way in both key stages. There will 
be a parents’ meeting at 3.00 followed by a staff & governors workshop with the day finishing with a further 
parents meeting from 6.00 – 7.00. Even if you are only an occasional Facebook user or online gamer this 
training would be important for you; it will offer help, advice and strategies focussed on keeping your child 
safe at home when he or she is online. In order for me to plan attendance numbers would you be kind 
enough to return the form below or e mail the school office (office@dickleburgh.norfolk.sch.uk) to confirm 
your attendance at either meeting. 

 

 

 

Cont./……. 
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And so to school dinners, it seems the days of the universal free school meal offer to key stage 1 children 
are numbered, my personal opinion is that doing away with this policy would be daft – but then I’m not a 
politician so what do I know? I know that our kitchen has, for the last three years, consistently produced 
good quality meals cooked from scratch using the freshest ingredients which many of our children enjoy.. In 
purely financial terms the meal offer has saved some parents over £400.00 a year for 3 years and also 
subsidised the lunches in key stage 2 – allowing us to charge just £2.00/meal. The problem we have with 
our dinners at the moment is not the threat of their abolition but the reluctance of some families to return 
their menu order forms. It is very difficult for June to order the right amount of food to feed the school if she 
is unaware how many children will be actually having a lunch. Some days there is a discrepancy in numbers 
of up to 40 children. It’s beginning to look as if we need to tighten up our system by insisting that lunches are 
ordered a week in advance; which is a pity because I’d have preferred to maintain a flexible system but 
there’s flexibility and flexibility! 

We are drawing to the end of the school year and thinking about transition to new schools, and new classes. 
We have designated Tuesday 4th July as our transition morning, our new Reception intake will spend the 
morning and lunchtime with us and it will be all change for everyone else as they get to know their new 
teachers. The builders will be moving into Class 6 during the week that begins 3rd July so Mrs Croskell, Mrs 
Wright and Yr 6 will be using the Church Rooms for the last 3 weeks of term – they will register in school 
and walk down to the church after morning exercises; their afternoons will be in school as they rehearse for 
the key stage 2 production. 

This is a busy half term coming up, all the dates you need to know are in the school calendar – additional 
copies are available from the school office. 

Yours sincerely 

 

James Richards 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Social Media and e-safety Training – Monday 19th June 2017 

I/We will be attending the training for parents at Dickleburgh Primary School at: 

3.00 pm ……………………………………………………………………… (name) 

6.00 pm ………………………………………………………………….……(name) 

Please return this form by Friday 9th June 2017 


