
   

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Thank you to all those who were able to come to our January parents’ consultations, we had 

conversations about 179 children, it was a 92% attendance rate.  For those of us who like 

numbers this means that 98% of parents have attended at least 1 consultation session and 

86% have attended both.  This is an improvement from last year, it is an important session 

and I’m glad that quite so many parents were able to come to it.  Many of you discussed 

your child’s learning progress and I was delighted to read so many happy/pleased comments 

on our consultation records.  The Spring Report will not contain assessment information, it 

will, instead, focus on aspects like learning behaviours and homework.  The summer term 

consultations are scheduled for the 1st and 2nd May. 

We have appointed a new member of teaching staff – Mrs Julia Penn.  Mrs Penn has 

recently moved into the area, she comes to us with a wealth of experience working in 

schools in Essex.  Mrs Penn is employed on a part-time basis and will be deployed largely in 

Key Stage 2, supporting classteachers, helping us manage absence more effectively, 

providing some booster and support work as well as enabling Mrs Croskell to spend more 

time out of the classroom as she develops her senior management capacity.  And very good 

news about Miss Knight, I expect her to return to work after the half term break when she will 

ease her way back into work by teaching mornings only for the first fortnight.  

I need to write about parking again because I promised I would – but I’m left wondering if 

what I write ever gets read!  Last month I pointed out that parents should not park on the 

yellow zig-zags yet that still happens, I’ve asked before that you do not congest Miller’s Drive 

but it’s more congested than ever and I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve asked for 

considerate behaviour in the car park.  I will from now on be reporting instances of unsafe 

and/or illegal parking. 

Thanks to those who responded to the Kingswood invitation, we have now filled our 50 

places – I will be writing before the end of the week to confirm places and arrangements. 

The school’s governors met with the Diocesan Director of Education in January – they 

discussed becoming an Academy and the next steps for the school now that the decision 

has been made.  We are now waiting for an academy order to be signed by the Regional 

Schools’ Commissioner, it seems that the earliest date for conversion will be the 1st June but 

I will write and confirm this with you when I know more. 

Yours sincerely 

 

James Richards 


