
   

Dear Parents and Friends 

Welcome back everyone – I hope your Easters were as peaceful and relaxing as they needed to 
be.  This is intended to be a brief newsletter with a much more detailed one to come in May.  
 
So the fine summer weather has arrived, time to write about sensible warm weather precautions. 
Starting with sun hats – why wouldn’t you?  To avoid dehydration, do please send your child to 
school with their water bottle, replacements can be bought from the office.  Shorts and summer 
dresses are very sensible for this time of year, I am also quite happy for children to wear sober 
coloured open-toed sandals (with socks), please ensure the sandals have a back to them and 
note that flip flops are not appropriate.  For when it is really warm a high factor sun lotion is a 
good idea, your child has to be able to apply it him/herself.  Alternatively I’m told that an 
application of good quality lotion in the morning should last all day.  
 
Parents’ consultations will be held next week – you will be able to make an appointment in the 
usual way from 3.35 pm tomorrow afternoon.  Please note that the 4.30 – 7.20 pm session for 
Year 6 has had to be moved to Thursday 26th, I do hope no one will be overly inconvenienced by 
this.  
 
I am still concerned about children’s menu choices and last minute lunch requests there are still 
too many parents not returning the forms and still requesting a lunch.  Please take note of the 
return by date on the menu sheets.  Our commitment is to provide good quality well cooked food 
at an affordable and fair price – this becomes very difficult when we are having to guess just 
how many lunches we need to cook.  On one day towards the end of last term we had to cater 
for over 30 extra meals, my view is that it is one thing to be flexible and quite another to be taken 
for granted.  In future we will only offer Option 1 (not the full menu range) to on-the-day lunch 
requests. 
 
Children in Years 4, 5 & 6 will start to use lockers this term, they are on order and will be 
delivered (hopefully) by the end of the week.  The lockers are similar in size to the types used at 
high school and more than adequate to fit PE bags, trainers, coats and empty rucksacks.  My 
aim is to create and maintain clear and tidy corridor spaces where there was previously a riot of 
bags and loose clothing.  Please make sure all items of clothing, including trainers, are named.  
 
Our trip to Kingswood is full steam ahead, please remember that the balance for the trip must be 
paid before we finish for the half term break.  The cost of the trip is £130 (£60 deposit paid). 
 
Our school is scheduled to become the Dickleburgh Church of England Primary Academy on 
01.06.18.  It will look, feel and smell the same as it ever did – the transition will be seamless. 
This will be my last term as headteacher, Mrs Croskell will take over the role in September and 
we are currently advertising internally for a new deputy head.  We are also advertising two new 
posts for classteachers  - I will include all staffing change details in the May newsletter. 
 

 
James Richards 


