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How happy we all were to see all the children back at Pre-school in March for the 
summer term, it was a delight to see everyone happily reunited.   A warm welcome to 
our existing and new families this term.  Our theme for this half term is “Favourite 
Stories and Rhymes” and we have many fun activities planned in all areas of learning 
taking place in both our indoor and outdoor environment.  This theme will include 
nursery rhymes, superheroes, traditional tales and favourite stories.  

As the children have had so much time apart, our strong focus area of learning for this 
term is personal, social and emotional development. This includes many planned 
activities to help children manage their feelings and behaviour, to make relationships 
and to build their self confidence and self awareness.

Curriculum
For the new parents and as a reminder to existing parents, our Early Years curriculum 
will cover the following:

● Personal, social and emotional development
● Communication and language
● Physical development
● Literacy
● Mathematics
● Understanding the world
● Expressive arts and design

Characteristics of Effective Learning
We also observe the children’s characteristics of effective learning (COEL) in the 
following areas:

● Playing and exploring
● Active learning
● Creating and thinking critically

Transitioning to School
With the older children we will also be focusing on helping them to learn skills that they 
will need to prepare for school.  You can help with this at home by teaching them to 
dress and undress themselves, to put their own coat on and take it off, to be able to go 
to the toilet independently and to wash and dry their hands without any help, to use a 
knife and fork and to open the contents of a packed lunch on their own.  



Important Information 
and Reminders

Keeping safe in 
the sun

We are no longer able to apply sun cream to children, so you will need to 
apply a good quality, high factor sun cream before your child arrives at 
Pre-school.  Please supply a sun hat with your child’s name on that we can 
keep at Pre-school for the summer months.  Please also ensure that your 
child has sensitive areas such as shoulders and back covered, strappy 
dresses and tops are not suitable.  Crocs and flip flops should not be worn at 
Pre-school either, so please ensure that your child is wearing appropriate 
footwear such as shoes or trainers.

Packed 
lunches

Please ensure that a drink is included in your child’s packed lunch.  May I 
remind you that whole grapes and sausages that are not cut into pieces are 
some of the top choking hazards for young children, therefore please cut 
grapes in half lengthways and cut cocktail sausages into small pieces.  I am 
sure you can appreciate that with over 30 children present staff do not have 
the time available to do this for you.
Please also be mindful of the quantity of food that is provided in your child’s 
packed lunch.  We are finding that some children are rather daunted by the 
huge amount of food provided.  If you are unsure about the recommended 
quantity for young children,  please look at our packed lunch policy by 
following this link 
http://www.dickleburgh.norfolk.sch.uk/pre-school/policies-procedures/

Water bottles We are getting many children coming into Pre-school bringing water bottles 
from home.  We provide named water bottles at Pre-school, there is no need 
for these to be provided from home, unless it is to have with a packed lunch.

Naming 
belongings

Once again we need to mention naming items from home such as backpacks, 
lunchboxes, Pre-school sweatshirts, coats, hats.  Not only does this make 
things so much easier for staff, it avoids things being sent home with the 
wrong child.

Tapestry Thank you very much to all parents who are engaging with their child’s 
Tapestry online learning journal.  This is a great tool for us as practitioners to 
promote your child’s learning and development because they can show and 
talk about their families, places that they have been and things that they have 
done at home.  Please feel free to add observations of your own, it is very 
easy to do with the Tapestry app on your mobile phone. 
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